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Scottish Raptor

Bringing you the latest news from the Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme

Happy New Year! Welcome to the eleventh issue of Scottish Raptor and my second issue a
Raptor Monitoring Coordinator. It has been a busy four months for me since we published
newsletter back in September. October and November saw me doing the rounds of many
SRSG branch meetings which provided a fantastic opportunity fdo meet many volunteers fg
the first time and also hear firdtand reports of how raptors appeared to have fared in the re
ONBSRAY3 aSlazyo ¢CKFyl @&2dz G2 ff GKS / KI
flood of data through to m inbox for the 2014 breeding season which | have just embarke
processing. This issue of Scottish Raptor brings you up to speed with some of th
developments coming out of the SRMS. We also have some fantastic articles from
contributod ¢ KA OK LQY &adz2NB @&2dz gAff Syaz2e N
articles/snippets/photographs for future issues | would love to hear from you.

Amy (SRMG

RSPB/SNH National Golden Eagle Survey 2015

Thanks to everyone who has already helped in the
preparations for the 2015 National Golden Eagle Survey
this year. Nearly all the home ranges have been
allocated to SRSG members or paid fieldworkers. Thank
you to thoseindividuals who have taken on additional
home ranges for this yeaiit is greatly appreciated! Paid
fieldworkers started on 12tdanuary and will be in
touch with some of you, particularly in Highland Region,
in coming weeks where they are surveying adjdc
ranges.

It is really important in this national survey year that we
maximise coverage so please let your species
coordinator and/or myself know if for any reason you
are unable to carry out a survey visit to a home range as
planned. This year we ka the opportunity and the
resource of paid fieldworkers to potentially plug any
gaps that emerge throughout the season, so please let
us know if you have any problems.

: Hopefully you have received a copy of the survey forms
78week old Golden Eag|e chlck Foinavo and instructions (including St Benn and ) Liz }
SPA, Highland (by Derek Spencer). al O52y It RQa KIFyRe KAyiua yR
surveying). If you have any questions about these
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documents then please do get in touchWe urge dSurveying Golden Eagles properly is
people to get out and make first visits to home rang] difficult ¢ if it was easy, everyone woult
any time from midJanuary; this firsperiod (to end of 58 o6f8 2 B2 2di0
March) is essential in establishing whether a territo ’
is occupied. We can just hope that the weather W
be kind to us!

often get cold, wet, tired and frustrated
but there will be plenty of absolutely
golden days too when you would rathe
be nowhere else in the whole wotld
Liz Macdonald & Stuart Benn
(Highland Raptor Study Group)

Thanks again and best wishes for a successful sury

Daniel Hayhow (RSPH-

GoldenEagles in the south of Scotland

Last year SNH published a report on prospects for Golden Eagles in South Scotland:
http://lwww.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/commissioned_reports/626.pdf Paul Haworth and Alan

Fielding wrote the report, which was very well received. There could potenballjourteen to

sixteen ranges occupied by Golden Eagles if prevailing conditions are good. RSPB and SL&E, working
with Buccleuch Estates, have approached the Scottish Government urging further action to reinforce
the Golden Eagle population in the southyrrently numbering no more than twdour ranges
occupied each year. The Scottish Borders Forest Trust is also keen to see such work. Following a
presentation to the National Species Reintroduction Forunttp(//www.snh.gov.uk/protecting -
scotlandsnature/reintroducing-native-species/nsrf)) we are working up proposals for boosting the
population.

Des Thompson (SNH)

2014 Data collation and reporting

The 2013 Anual Report is now published and your personal copy should be winging its way
via your SRSG branch Chair. Happy reading! As you read this we are bustling away on
report with the hope to get this out to you early this year

Oot and aboot

Over the next couple of months | am looking forward to representing the Scheme at a num
meetings and events. Shetland Raptor Study Group are just getting themselves established 4
looking forward to attending their first AGM at the beginniaof February to welcome them o
02F NR® LQ@S taz2 0SSy AYyO@OAGSR (2 3IAGBS |

will be an excellent opportunity for exchange of information about how the Scheme and
activities operate which will hopefiy be of benefit to both organisations. | will of course be loolf
forward to attending as many Spring SRSG meetings as | can practically fit in alongside atten
Chairs meeting and of course the SRSG conference. March sees me potentiallynteyebe
Scheme at a EURAPMON conferencBi@rra Espuiia Natural Pafpain. | am putting together 3
list of places to talk about the SRMS so please do let me know if you have any good ideas.
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Heads up for harriers

Working with PAW Scotland we are ramping up our work to tackle illegal persecution of Hen
Harriers. Several key projects are now underway. We are especially pleased that the EU has
provided LIFE+ funding to the RSPB for Hen Harrier nest and roost sitnngn and satellite
tagging, led by Blanaid Denman (S4EE for Hen Harriessticle below). This builds on the highly
successful RSPB Skydancer project (winner of the National Lottery Award for Best Education Project).
The Langholm Moor Demonstratid’roject is entering its eighth year, and was delighted to have 12
harrier nests fledging 47 young last year. In the Cairngorms National Park work is planned to secure
better nesting success for harriers, and in England there are well publicised dissus&w how to

revive Hen Harrier numbers there (four nests recorded last year, none in 2013).

Working under PAW (Partnership for Actiga
Against Wildlife Crime) in Scotland, we ar & 2e urge raptor workers to contact
developing several lines of work to tack] Charliepromptly with anyinformationrel

persecution of harriers. Working with  the ating to Suspected persecutior’[his may

Scotland we are endeavouring to hay 50eted and secondary); unexplained|
intelligence on persecution concerns acted on . . ]
abandonment of breeding territory;

the police. PCharlie Everitt is our principa : . . .
unexplained nest failure; muirburn in

contact on this, and weirge raptor workers to T ]
contact close proximity to nests/nest sites;

Charliepromptly with anyinformationrelating to | Muirburn outwith the permitted season
suspected persecution. (up to 30thApril); any other forms of

directed persecutiy €
Charles.Everitt@scotland.pnn.police.uk

We want to raise awareness of harriers, and
particular are urging the gendraublic to report
early spring sightings of Hen Harriers in order that

we can follow up on these hitp://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Wildlife -
Habitats/paw-scotland/what-you-can-do/hen-harriers).

This is important because we get many reports of harri
prospecting moorland areas, but not being seen later on. T o
could be several reasons for thisthe birds have been shot sightings to:
deliberately disturbed, taken by predators, or moved on HenHarrier@snh.gov.uk
natural reasms. We are asking for sightings to be emailed here:
HenHarrier@snh.gov.ukand they are then checked by Wendy before being passed on to SRSG hen
harrier cceordinators to follow up on. We ensure that these reports are also provided to other
schemes, such as Bird Track (www.bto.org/birdtrak) and RSPBs skydancer:
henharriers@rspb.org.uk. BirdTrack records Hen Harriersare also sent to Wendy regularly
throughout the year and again passed on teardinators.

Please email Hen Harrier

Beyond this, we have identified a number of est&twhere harriers have failed for a succession of
years. On these, we want to work with the estates, and Scottish Land and Estates (SL&E, a PAW
partner) to see if we can put in place nest cameras to determine why nests are failing. Brian
Etheridge is leadg on this work through identifying suitable estates and finding nests for
surveillance. We hope this partnership approach will help engender a more secure environment for
harriers, but realise how challenging this will be for all concerned.
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Finally, for hose of you who are frustrated about the levels of persecution suffered by Hen Harriers
on some moorland estates we say simply that we hate it as much as you do! We want to try
everything in our power to secure better times for Hen Harriers. If collalmratvorks in the
blackspots that will be excellent, and we are mindful that there may be natural reasons for chronic
failure by harriers. If it does not work, and we continue to see repeated failure, we will have further
evidence for the Government to acho

Wendy Mattingley, Andy Turner, Brian Etheridge and Des Thompson (PAW)

SRMSraining

In the last issue you might recall that | was looking to set up a Training Working Group {
explore and develop each of three training areas that the SRM8king to support: (i) training fo
already experienced raptor workers; (ii) an enlieyel recording scheme for new raptor worke
and (iii) support with data inputting and the new online system. A Training Working Group ha
been set up with repremntatives from six SRSG branches. We will be having our first meeti
26" January at Argaty Red Kite Centre and will bring you news from this meeting in the nex
Contact me if you are interested in getting involved.

RedKites nest on Osprey platform iwhat could be a first for
Scotland

With the help of RSG tree climbers
Keith Burgoyne and Lawrence
Monckton, we built two Osprey
platforms on the farm at Argaty in
May 2013, one was claimed by a
male Osprey within 6 weeks (he was
back againn 2014and attracted a
female, but his mating attempt was
unsuccessfull). The otheplatform
was visited by a pair of inexperienced
Red Kites in early last March, but the
2012 Male bird (Red/Red H4) soon

FigurelFigure 1Red kites nesting on an Osprey platform (Mik Started to add fresh sticks to it. As Red

McDonnell) Kites are not designed for this kind of
nesting habitat, all the Red Kite

experts thought thisvas unfeasible and would probably fdiyt the untagged female laid eggs and

began to incubate! With no prior breeding experience, 23 metres up a tree, with no shelter, this pair

raised and fledged two chicks!! Their tags are red/orange 67/68. Thifrig gor Scotland, possibly

the UK or even Globally!

Mike McDonnell (Central Scotland Raptor Study Group and Argaty Red Kites)
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Current requests for SRMS data

This section provides readers with an update on current requests for access to SRMS datith:
have agreed to support. Please be assured that volunteers that have collected relevant data
will be supplied to service these requests have been consulted via SRSG reps on the SRMG.

Objective reviewing for the Scottish Windfarm Bird Steering GpoBTO Scotland are doing a pie
of objective reviewing for the Scottish Windfarm Bird Steering Group (a partnership of S
Government, SNH, RSPB and Scottish Renewablebttpdévww.swbsg.org/ ). This willnvolve
two phases. Firstly, they will be reviewing the Ndd¢Zle population estimates for raptors previou
compiled by SNH (setp://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A709758.pdf) and producing estimates for
wider range of species (including a number of raptor species: Red Kite, Hen Harrier, Gd
Golden Eagle, Osprey, Merlin, Peregrine, Kestrel, \Waiked Eagle, Shoetared Owl). Then, i
phase two they will be reviewing the evidence for impacts of &mal windfarms on the range d
species and producing dossiers (fact folders) that will include the reviewed information for
species, along with summarised population information (from phase 1). Overall the idea]
compile a shared objective evidee base in a form that will be accessible to all the m
stakeholders in the terrestrial wind farm industry (regulators, developers and conservation N
Much of the populations work will involve sinegpecies national survey datasets and bird atlag
to come up with NHz2cale estimates but for some of the raptor work, SRMS data will prov
valuable crosgheck of the NHZ populati@stimates based on the broadscale datasets.

Assessment of Raven information for SNKBNH have requested aiéf review of the information
that is available from the SRMS and other sourceRaverpopulationsin Scotland to better inforn
licensing decisions.

Environmentally Sustainable Grouse Moor Management Projéater the last two years, the RS
has developed their thinking on the impacts of grouse moor management on biodiversit
ecosystem services (e.g. carbon storage and clean water in relation to burning and éroBe
RSPB is concerned with the intéitation of grouse moor management, which takes many foj
(e.g. treatment of grouse disease, illegal persecution of raptors, establishment of new t
burning on deep peat and mountain hare culls). For a long time, RSPB has argued for a shif
more extensive shooting styles and management likely to be more compatible with achieven
biodiversity and wider environmental outcomes. RSPB think that a more sympathetic form of
shooting might be walkedp shooting, rather than the driven s&/bf shooting, but so far, no stud
has investigated this question. The only published estimate of hen harrier breeding succ
driven grouse moors in the UK comes from Steve Redpath and colléagiesestimated that the
area of driven grouse moor the UK would be able to host an expected 499 successful hen h
nests. However, in 2008, there were only 5 successful hen harrier nests on driven grouse ni
the UK, suggesting a widespread intolerance of hen harriers on these types of grouse Imaloes
light of this, RSPB Scotland has requested hen harrier data from the SRMS to contribute to &
testing the hypothesis that estatgsacticingwalkedup grouse shooting have more hg
harrierpairs and that they breed more successfully than estates practicing driven grous
shooting. All partner organisations and main hen harrier data suppliers (i.e. SRSG membe
agreed that the SRMS should supply the requested data. The data was delivered to R
summarised form without revealing agt nest locations. After completion of the project, RSPB
promised to update the SRSG members of the results.

giving
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http://www.swbsg.org/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A709758.pdf

1 Grant, M. C., Mallord, J. W., Stephen, L. & Thompson, P. S. The costs and benefits of grouse moor manag
biodiversity and aspectsf the wider environment: a review. Report No. RSPB Research Report Number 43, 103
Sandy, Bedfordshire, UK, 2013).

2Redpath, S., A., A., Smith, A., Thompson, D. B. A. & Thirgood, S. in Species Management: Challenges and solu
21st Centwy. (eds J. M. Baxter & C. A. Galbraith) Ch. 183885(Scottsih Natural Heritage, 2010).

LIFE foHen Harriers

The RSPB has launched a new e&SNRSNJ LINE2S OG> ¢9KAOK AYa G2 &asSoO
most threatened birds of prey, the HeHarrier. Running until 2019, the Hen Harrier LIFE Project is an
ambitious fiveyear programme of Hen Harrier conservation consisting of direct conservation action,
community engagement and awarenasssing measures.

Half funded by the European LIFEhesune, the project focuses on seven Special Protection Areas
(SPAs), five in southern and eastern Scotland and two northern England, which have been
designated for breeding Hen Harriers under the European Birds Directive. In Scotland, these include
the Forest of Clunie, Glen Tanar, Langholm & Newcastleton Hills, Glen App & Galloway Moors, and
Muirkirk & North Lowther Uplands.

Though doing reasonably well in parts of Northwest Scotland and the Northern Isles, Hen Harrier
populations are in serious declidey &2 dzi KSNY FTyR SFadSNy {020flyRZ
eat red grouse brings it into conflict with intensive moorland management for driven grouse
shooting practices. Between 2004 and 2010, hen harrier numbers in Scotland fell by 20% and in
Englandn 2013, the species failed to breed successfully for the first time in almost half a century.

Hen Harriers are incredibly widanging birds, with many Scottish birds wintering in the north,
south and east of England. Anything that affects them in are of their range is likely to affect the
population as a whole, and the Hen Harrier LIFE Project is unique in being the first truly joint
ScottishEnglish initiative for this species.

A key part of the project will be the use of satellite tagging tdtdseunderstand Hen Harrier
Y20SYSyiGa FyR ARSYy(UAFTe aofl Ol alLlRiaed sgKSNB (GKSec
working with the Scottish Raptor Study Group (SRSG) and Northern England Raptor Forum (NERF) as
specialist contractors, to carigut onthe-ground winter roost and breeding season monitoring and
protection. To further support this work, the project has employed two new Assistant Investigations
Officers and will provide access to statkthe-art technology for remote monitoring anatrotection.

John McMahon has been employed as the project Assistant Investigations Officer covering southern

and eastern Scotland. He will be liaising with other raptor workers, working closely on monitoring

and protecting hen harriers, while investigagilrssues concerning other birds of prey in the uplands.

John is based at RSPB Scotland headquarters and can be reached on 07525 617601.
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PS Glen Tanar
2 Pairs. 0 since 2011.
g Forest of Clunie
T4 28 Pairs. 5 in 2013.

Tressscne

Muirkirk & North

Lowther uplands
30 Pairs. 11in 2014.

Langholme -

Newcastleton Hills

, 17 Pairs. 11in 2014

Glen App &

Galloway Moors X
20 Pairs. 5 in 2014. o 'W

North Pennine
Moors

. 11 Pairs. 0 since 2006.
Bowland Fells .{
13 Pairs. 2 in 2014.

Onﬂanc 0 Survoy data © Crown copyright and database right 2014

Map showing the project target SPAs, indicating the number of Hen Harriers each site is designated
for and the mostrecent actual numbers. ©ORSPB

Alongside direct action to protect Hen Harriers now, community engagement and awati@issg
activities are also planned to protect Hen Harriers for the future. A website will allow members of
the public to follow the movements of individual tagged Bir@though not live, for reasons of
protection), while work with schools, community groups, and gamekeeping colleges will extend the
g2N] 2F w{winnin@ 8kydangdr RiBject to promote Hen Harrier conservation across the
project area.

Finally, wherger possible, the LIFE Project aims to work progressively with landowners and the
shooting community, championing good practice where it occurs. It will link up and support the work
of the PAWS Raptor Group 'Heads Up for Hen Harriers' project (See Heéafshapriers article
above), which includes Scottish Government, Scottish Natural Heritage, conservation and
landowning interests.

For more information on the Hen Harrier LIFE Project, pleasewwsit.rspb.org.uk/henharrierlife

or contact the Project Manager, Blanaid Denman, on 0191 2334314 or
blanaid.denman@rspb.org.ukFor more information on the Skydancer Project, please visit
www.rspb.org.uk/skydancer

Blanaid Denman (RSPB)
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HenHarrier conservation framwork - update

Following the publication of the Hen Harrier conservation framework in 2011:
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/jncc44l.pdf we have updated it to include the results of the 201
national survey and more recent survey work under the auspices of the SRMS (including 2014). The
report is currently being reviewed and will be published asl&C report.

Des Thompson (SNH)

SRMS data sharing protocols

One of the major priorities for the SRMS over the next f
months is to develop the data sharing protocols wa
which was mentioned in the last newttler. This work
would provide an important step forward towards makir
raptor monitoring data held by the SRM8ore readily

available for statutory purposes and routine conservati
uses to benefit raptor conservatiopnwhilst having _ _
appropriate safeguardi place sharing agreemgnts WI|| be put
At Decembe® SRMG meetinge discussed the best way| ©Ut for consultation with SRMS
to develop this work The SRMG plans oA 0 RS @ § contributors. Please be assure

Consultation with SRMS
contributors!

This is the most critical stage
on the whole pathway.
Finalised drafts of all data

AKFENAY3I aANBSYSylGaéeg sAiGK that your data held by the [ §
OAAO0 RS@OSt2L) aRIFdGl &Kk NR SRMS will not be shared | &
SRMS partners who arenportant for realising SRM§ without your consent.

objectives, and (i) for situations whengore generaty R I o
AKEFNAY3 3INBSYSydaég NB y2i I LILINE LINR help$hos8
requestingSRMS data in an efficient and professional manner.

SRMG eps discussedhe scope of statutory and conservation uses that everyone would exp
data sharing agreement to include and also the usesttiey feltwould require an alternativease
by-caseprocess. We alsooutlined some of the general principleldt would becommon to most of
the data sharing agreements that get developddow have the guidance | needwwrk effectively
with each SRMS partner organisation to develop draft data sharing agreements over the ne
months that we will then put ot for consultation with SRMS contributors.

International action for raptors

We are involved in developing conservation action plans for African and Eurasian migratory raptors.
This work is under the auspices of the Convention on Migratory SpécS) Memorandum of
Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Birds of Prey in Africa and Eurasia
(http://mwvww.cms.int/node/24 ). An international Technical Advisory Group (TAG, chaired by Des) is
pulling together data on threats to raptors and work needed to tackle these. The EU and 48
countries are signatories to the Memorandum, meaning that we have a very powerful international
grouping in place to help raptors. The TAG will report in early October.

DesThompson (SNH)
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New study of raptor health

A NEREGNH CASE PhD studentsh@s been securetb study the health of nesting raptors. The
work will be led by Professor Anna Meredith at the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies at
Edinburgh University, @hin addition to SNH will involve SASA, RSPB and the BTO. Anna will be
known to some readers following her work on Ospreys and \Wthited Eagles. We hope to work
closely with members of the SRSG to collect feather and other samples from raptor neste, and
provide a means of analysing any dead raptor nestlings. Several raptor workers have commented
that they were puzzled to find dead chicks showing no signs of injury, and this has partly given rise to
the study. We hope that the student will develop tedbr assessing the health of raptors, and will
provide many insights to what helps make raptors healthy. The student should start in October, with
fieldwork beginning in spring 2016.

Des Thompson (SNH) and Andrew Stevenson (SNH)

Mountain hare culls

SNH,GWCT and SL&E recently issued a joint statement urging estates to refrain frorsdalge

culls of mountain hares, and announcing a new trial to survey hare numbers:
http://snh.presscentre.com/NewsReleases/SN¥EWCTSI-E-position-on-large-scaleculls-of-
mountain-haresto-reducelouping-ill-15f.aspx One of our concerns here is to ensure that the
conservatim status of mountain hares is assured. If you see evidence of large scale culls and/or you
have evidence of declines in mountain hare numbers we would like to hear from you, by contacting
Robert.Raynor@snh.gov.uk. We are approaching a number of outdoopgto ask for feedback on

this measure.

Rob Raynor (SNH)

Watson Raptor Science Prize

We will shortly announce the 2015 winner of this Prize, now in its fifth year:
http://www.watsonbirds.org/raptor -prize. This recognises the most outstanding, peer reviewed
scientific publication on raptor ecology, based on research undertaken in Europe. Established in the
name of the late Donald and Jeff Watson, the award forms part of a unique initiative toiskttis
Watson Bird Centre, and Dalry as a bird town. The winning papers last year, both published in
Journal of Animal Ecology, reflected remarkable progress being made in satellite tracking raptors. lan
Newton, Steve Redpath and Des Thompson form thgingipanel.

Des Thompson (SNH)

Taken any interesting raptor monitoring pics in 20147

If so please do send them in so that they can be considered for use in the 2014 Annual Ref
other SRMS products such as the newsletter and new SRMS websitgngsoon!
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500+ pages book on Derehttp://www.eecrg.uib.no/Newsltems/DAR.htm) and has just gone to
press.
Des Thompson (SNH)
Usinghumanhair clippings todeter fox predation at Hen Harrier
Nests
In the early spring of 2013 | had the wireless G-,
in the house butwas not really listening to it.
However, when | heard a poultry keeper beirg
interviewed about how he stopped his herg
being predated by foxes, | immediately sat
and paid attention. He had lost a lot of birds ar§
it was starting to impact on his busine
therefore a solution needed to be found quickl =
There are fox deterrent products available th{SSs Vi
can be purchased off the shelf, which range frogs ==
dzf G NI} a2dzyR G2 | fAld = > e 5N F2EQ
scent. All of these have been tried out in SOULadiesstocking filled with human haiy used to
Strathclde at Hen Harrier nests with littlesuccessfully deter fox predation at a Hen Harrier <
success. What the poultry man did was simyin South Strathclyde (by Richard Gladwell).
and inexpensive (particularly if you have a wie
or lady friend with an inclination towards wearing stockings!). He collected human hair clippings and
stuffed them into ladés nylons and placed then at strategic points round where Heas were
vulnerable. After having done this he said he never lost anddeer | was impressed.
That season, | had one Hen Harrier nest in heather so decided to give it a try. Eeded air
GKAOK L 320 FTNRBY Y& KIFIANRNBaaSN gkKz2 1SLIWG | ol 3

collect some ladies hair also. When | asked the lady hairdresser to keep me some she said she
already supplies a lady who puts it on her lawn ¢ejx the rabbits away, but there would be enough

for the two of us. | was encouraged to hear that hair kept away rabbits so why not foxes. Next the
hard bit- getting my hands on stockings. | went into the chemists which was busy and asked for
nylonstod Ay 3a o ¢KS fIR& aSNBAy3 t221SR i WM& I yR

f
V2NXYIFE 2yS g2dd R 68 TAYSOSNES Y 200RI © SAATSHNI K2 182 ¢
20 0GKS

FILOS o6t a a1StLAG YR L O2dzZ RyQid 3ISi 2

| waited till the youngest chick would be at least a week old and chose a good sunny day for putting
in the hair. When at the nesting heather | had to consider the most likely approach a fox might take.
The stocking had 30 cm of hair with a knot tedthe top with another knot 3 cm up from it. The
stocking was secured to the heather with a smaHréip placed between the two knots, 1.5 m from

the nest. | made sure the hair was clear of the ground. Another stocking was secured as before on
the other side. That nest was successful fledging 5 chicks.
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In the 2014 breeding season this technique was employed at a totalHgn Harrier nests4 in

heather and 1 in Soft Rusluncus effusysn three separate areas, two of which were in South
Lanarkstre the other in East Ayrshire. In the nest monitored by Kenny Sludden he used four
stockings equally placed round the nest atistance ofl m, which was successful. At the nest in
rushes monitored by Sco8mith, here we attachetivo stockinggo hazelsticks pushed into the wet
ground, but still hidden in the rushes. This nest was also successful. At the remaining nests Peter
McHugh and | used two stockings at each, where two nests were successful with one failure. On
examining the failed nest | califind no evidence of fox predation. It looked to have failed shortly
after putting in the hair as there were no indication it had held large chicks.

If we are to continue using hair aten Harrier nests it
should be done selectively and as scientifically as
possible. In other words proceed with caution as
there is a view held that maybe human scent attracts
foxes? Urban foxes live alongside peopla anay
have no fear of them?

At food dumps put out on the hill human urine is used
successfully in keeping foxes away (D. Andepsrs.
comm,) As these food dumps have cameras at them
why not substitute the urine witthuman hair and
learn how effective itis. In 50% of the camera
activations ina study on Skye there was no other
evidence to suggest that there had been a fox
intrusion at the nes{McMillan, 2014) In other words
G§KSNBE KIFIR 0SSy | WwOtSIy AT
There is a risk thaguch failures could be attributed to
other causes.

Hen Harrier brood in soft rush at a site We need to know the causes of nest failures whether

monitored by Scott Smith (by Scott Smith). A (1 Q& KdzYly Ay iSNFSNByOS 2NJ ylI
cameras at nests where possible would be

advantageous.

McMillan. R.L(2014) Hen harriers on Sky@00012: nest failures and predatiorScottish Birds34: 126135.

Richard Gladwell (South Strathclyde Raptor Study Group)

Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme (SRMS) contact
Amy Challi$ Scottish Raptor Monitoring CoordinatqfSRMC)

BTO Scotland amy.challis@bto.org
Schoobf Biological & Environmental Sciences
University of Stirling Office: 01786 466558
Stirling
FK9 4LA Mobile: 07887 897817
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