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Foreword 
 

Welcome to our new-look annual report. ²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ƛǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

added some wider content which showcases what the SRMS does and how the data we hold can be 

used to further raptor conservation. We hope you enjoy the new format and would welcome any 

feedback. Unfortunately the report has appeared laǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜΩŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ for a number of reasons 

and we apologise for this.  

In terms of the 2015 breeding season, it is good to see that monitoring levels were maintained 

despite it turning out to be a poor season for many species - primarily due to a combination of poor 

weather (spring and summer barely arrived in some areas) and a dip in the vole populations in many 

areas. The poor season made the national Golden Eagle survey a challenge for many raptor workers 

across Scotland although readers will see there has been a significant improvement in the fortunes 

of this iconic species in Scotland since the last national survey in 2003. 

The articles in this report cover a range of topics and show how the various elements of the SRMS 

can link together. This is illustrated well with the example of the Kestrel. Although annual SRMS 

monitoring of Kestrels has improved in recent years, monitoring coverage across Scotland still 

remains poor. Trends drawn from SRMS data and also the BTO/JNCC/RSPB Breeding Bird Survey are 

less certain because of this. DƻǊŘƻƴ wƛŘŘƭŜΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǎǘǳdy, the only one in Scotland, and which 

started before the declines, helps validate the trends drawn from broader datasets. The piloting of 

the Raptor Patch initiative aimed at increasing coverage of Kestrel along with several other 

widespread species, and is complementary to the current annual SRMS survey effort, will also help 

improve our understanding of what is happening with a species that Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

people assumed would always be so. 

LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ breeding failure work that is ongoing. Standardising how breeding 

failures are recorded is important as it makes the SRMS dataset more robust and objective. 

Thanks are once again due to the partner representatives on the SRMG and their organisations for 

continuing support of the SRMS and in particular to Amy as the SRMS Coordinator who is working 

extremely hard to further the aims of the Scheme. 

 

Andrew Stevenson (Chair of the Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme) 

on behalf of the Scottish Raptor Monitoring Group.  

 

Regular readers of the SRMS annual report will note that in this new format we present fewer 

data tables than previous editions.  Species-specific and regional breakdowns showing the 

results of monitored breeding attempts can be found on the species-specific pages on the SRMS 

website:  http://raptormonitoring.org/  

http://raptormonitoring.org/
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1 ROUND-UP OF RAPTOR MONITORING SEASON IN 2015  

The Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme currently receives more than 6000 records of checked 
raptor home ranges each year. This represents a tremendous amount of effort from SRMS 
contributors to whom we are extremely grateful. This section provides an overview of the 2015 
season, setting the scene for the weather conditions and prey situation that Scottish raptors 
experienced. Here we also provide a summary of the records received from each region of Scotland 
in 2015 along with some species highlights and provide links to more detailed breakdowns on the 
SRMS website. 

 

WEATHER 

The winter preceding the 2015 breeding 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ sixth-wettest winter 

since recording began in 1910 and it was 

especially wet across the Northern Isles. The 

Scottish mountains received large 

accumulations of snow in January and 

February, especially in the west. The spring of 

2015 was the second wettest spring on record 

for Scotland, with spring rainfall totals of 

130% in Western Scotland compared to the 

1981ς2010 average. March was particularly 

wintery across ScotƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 

late April there were late-season snowfalls. 

The snow is probably responsible for early 

breeding failures in some species. The 

summer continued to be a wet affair with 

western and northern Scotland, and Orkney in 

particular, being wetter than average.  

VOLE ABUNDANCE 

Cyclic changes in the annual and seasonal 

abundance of voles can have a profound 

effect on the number of pairs and breeding 

success of a number of raptor and owl species 

(e.g. see Petty et al. 2000; Lambin et al. 2000), 

particularly Kestrel (Figure 1), Barn Owl and 

Short-eared Owl (Village 1990; Korpimäki & 

Norrdahl 1991, Taylor 1994). If vole 

populations reach a peak during the spring, 

these predators can respond with an increase 

in the number of pairs settling to breed and a 

corresponding increase in brood size, nesting 

success and productivity. Conversely, when 

vole numbers are low, the reverse can occur. 

Following a peak year in vole abundance in 

2014, 2015 was considered to be a poor vole 

year in many areas, with numbers crashing in 

the spring. ¢Ƙƛǎ άŎǊŀǎƘέ ƛƴ ǾƻƭŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ 

2015 combined with poor weather at key 

times during the breeding season is likely to 

be a major factor in productivity declines. 

 

Figure 1: Kestrel breeding success is heavily 
influenced by vole abundance. Here is a Kestrel 
brood of seven, which only occurs in years with 
high vole abundance. (Photo credit: Jon Brain, 
Highland RSG). 

MONITORING 

In general, raptor workers try to visit known 

home ranges and other suitable habitat 

several times before and during the breeding 

season with the aim of establishing whether 

they are occupied or not. In 2015, a total of 

6,608 raptor home ranges in Scotland 

received at least one visit to check for 

occupancy (Table 1). Figure 2 shows a 

summary of raptor monitoring coverage in 

2015, depicting 10 km squares that received 
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at least one visit to check for occupancy. Not 

all of these home ranges held pairs: some had 

only single birds and others were apparently 

vacant. The regional breakdown of home 

ranges checked in 2015 can be seen in Table 1.

 

Figure 2: Raptor, owl and Raven monitoring 
coverage in Scotland in 2015. For each 10 
km square, this map illustrates the number 
of SRMS species for which occupancy (or 
absence!) was recorded. The redder the 
square the more species were covered. The 
maximum number of species checked for 
occupancy in a single square in 2015 was 
12. Black squares indicate no monitoring 
records for 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equally important to checking occupancy are 

follow-up visits to confirm the findings of the 

first visit and to monitor the nesting success 

of birds present. The nesting success, 

normally expressed as the percentage of 

monitored breeding pairs producing fledged 

young, together with the mean brood size, 

can also provide an indication of the health of 

the population. In 2015, 3,542 potential 

breeding pairs received further visits, enabling 

their nest success to be determined.  

Species-specific and regional breakdowns 

showing the results of monitored breeding 

attempts can be found on the SRMS website, 

http://raptormonitoring.org/.  

 

It is important to recognise that, for the 

majority of species, not all breeding pairs 

were monitored, thus the numbers presented 

do not represent entire populations or 

provide a complete picture of breeding 

productivity, at either regional or national 

scales. 
 

 

All SRMS fieldworkers are 

asked to follow best practice 

guidance for raptor 

monitoring set out in Hardey 

et al. (2013). For more 

information about what 

raptor monitoring entails 

please visit: 

http://raptormonitoring.org/

raptor-monitoring  


