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Bringing you the latest news from the Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme

We thank the hundreds of dedicated volunteers who contribute raptor breeding records to the 
Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme. We thank all scheme partners for their financial and other 
support for the scheme, and the partner representatives for their time and input to the running of 
the scheme via the Scottish Raptor Monitoring Group. The BTO contribution to the scheme 
includes funding from gifts in Wills for which we are extremely grateful.

The work of the SRMS is supported and guided by eight 
organisations, via very experienced representatives who form 
the Scottish Raptor Monitoring Group. The logos on this page 
will give you an idea of who these are. 
Having served for 13 years as the Scheme’s Raptor Monitoring 
Officer, Brain Etheridge handed in the reins in 2014.

Photos: Unless otherwise stated all photos are creative commons open source.  The SRMS always 
welcomes photo contributions for use in our newsletter and other SRMS products. 

CHANGES TO SRMS

Brian Etheridge, photo: Adam Ritchie, HRSG  
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John Simpson, photo: SOC

However, in 2017 Brian came back to the SRMG representing the 

SRSG. Last year Brian handed his seat on the SRMG to the very 
experienced John Simpson who comes with an impressive background 
and knowledge of birds and wildlife crime.  

On behalf of the SRMG: 

Thank you Brian for your time, support and vast experienced provided 
to the Scheme!

Welcome John, member of SRSG, SOC and avid provider of raptor 
knowledge to all keen to learn!

SRMS Unsung heroines
During the twentieth century, many well-
educated women accompanied their husbands 
on ecological expeditions. Thankfully, much 
has changed since then- we now embark on 
expeditions of our own, sometimes even 
bringing our husbands along!

The world of raptor monitoring, like many 
predator-related fields, is highly sought-after 
and demands dedication, perseverance, 
patience, keen attention to detail, and—if 
you're in Scotland—a strong tolerance for the 
cold! These qualities are admirable in anyone 
but this time, I want to celebrate the incredible 
women who embody them.

From those actively working to monitor and 
conserve Scotland’s raptors to the many who 
live in our 
memories and 
have made 
lasting 
contributions 
and continue 
to inspire us, 
their impact is 
truly 
remarkable.

Abigail Rhodes, Photo: Justin Grant 
HRSG 



The Scottish Raptor Study Group established 
the Donald and Jeff Watson Award in 2007 in 
association with the Watson family.  The Award 
was established as a memorial to father and 
son, Donald and Jeff, in recognition of their 
contributions to the study and conservation of 
Scottish raptors.  The Award celebrates a 
significant long-term amateur contribution to 
the study of raptors in Scotland and this year 
the award was presented to Ian Hopkins of the 
Argyll Raptor Study Group.

Below are the words by the members of the 
Argyll Raptor Study Group Branch delivered at 
the recent Scottish Raptor Study Group 
Conference, where the award was presented.

Ian is known on his native island of Bute as the 
‘bird man’ and his involvement in raptors is 
long-standing. In 1970 he qualified for his BTO 
ringing license and from the early 1970s he 
has monitored the birds of prey and owls of all 
species on the island. Between 1973 and 1977 
he worked for the RSPB as a roving warden 

on Peregrine protection in the south of 
Scotland, on Stone Curlew and Red-backed 
Shrikes in the Brecks and was warden at the 
Osprey Camp at Loch Garten in 1975.
Ian was involved in the early South-west 
Scotland RSG contributing to that before 
becoming a founding member of the Argyll 
branch. One previous recipient of the Watson 
Raptor Award commented ‘I’ve seldom met a 
more trustworthy individual. Possibly the main 
thing I owe him is on his teaching me abseiling 
techniques!’ (something which Ian had learned 
during his time in the Royal Marines).

With the Argyll RSG, Ian has served as 
treasurer for 18 years and species coordinator 
for Buzzard and Raven for many years. His 
eye for detail has meant that the annual 
summaries for other species are also closely 
scrutinised and errors quickly pointed out and 
corrected. Ian has studied Buzzards and 
Ravens on Bute since the 1980s, tracing the 
increasing populations late in the last century 
as persecution there declined. 

Donald and Jeff Watson award
By Argyll Raptor Study Group Branch
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Coverage has been 
comprehensive since around 
2000, with over 500 site 
records for Raven and an 
impressive 1400 for Buzzard. It 
is not surprising therefore that 
his long-term data sets were 
invaluable in establishing the 
trends published by the 
Scottish Raptor Monitoring 
Scheme for these species, along with his 
records for Peregrine which were combined 
with the Cowal population.
Ian is a quiet modest individual, but this should 
not detract from his immense contribution and 
attention to detail and determination to monitor 
raptors well. Even in advancing years, Ian’s 
determination and eye for detail has shone 
through. Troubled by a dodgy hip which 
reduced his mobility he bought a drone and 
trialed its use to monitor difficult-to-access 

Raven nests. Ian was so 
determined to visit a golden 
eagle – despite the dodgy hip, 
he joined the Cowal team to 
take part in the ringing in 2020, 
he was duly put on a quad bike 
and driven up go get his golden 
eagle fix. He smiled all the way 
up that hill and back.  He also 
adopted the online SRMS data 

entry and despite the initial teething problems 
has persisted with it to allow his large historic 
data set to be archived well.
Nothing brought a greater glint to Ian’s eye 
than the colonisation of his native Bute by 
Ospreys; his quiet encouragement of the 
landowners, construction of nests and working 
with others to ensure their protection has 
nurtured the population, which has now risen 
to four pairs”.  

It is for this contribution to raptors that Argyll RSG 
nominated Ian Hopkins as a very suitable recipient of the 

Donald and Jeff Watson Raptor Award.

“In 2020, he was 
duly put on a quad 
bike and driven up 
go get his golden 

eagle fix. He smiled 
all the way up that 

hill and back.”

Ian receiving prize from Chris Rollie, Photo: Logan Steele, CRSG
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Project update South of 
Scotland Golden Eagle Project
By Cat Barlow, Lothian & Borders RSG

It is 10 years since the Minster for 
Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform, Dr Aileen McLeod, launched the 
South of Scotland Golden Eagle Project. 
Beginning with a small and isolated remnant 
population of just three pairs, over the next 
seven years, twenty-eight chicks and fifteen 
subadult golden eagles were translocated, to 
reinforce the small and isolated population that 
remained in the south.

The strong project partnership of Scottish Land 
& Estates, RSPB, NatureScot, Scottish 
Forestry, Southern Uplands Partnership and 
GWCT has supported an increase from just 

seven confirmed individual golden eagles to 
around fifty now in the southern uplands.

That partnership of conservation and land 
management couldn’t have succeeded without 
support from so many including SRSGs, The 
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, the 
Southern Upland Moorland Group (SUMG), 
project volunteers and funders.

Members of the Scottish Raptor Study Groups 
have been fundamental to reviving the south 
Scotland Golden Eagle Population; from 
sourcing donor chicks and subadults golden 
eagles for translocation, to monitoring support 

Photo: John Wright, L&BRSG
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A new charity Restoring Upland Nature (RUN) SCO53663 has been created to take forward the 
vital legacy phase of the South of Scotland Golden Eagle Project and explore the next challenge – 
returning golden eagles to Northern England.

Your support will help us continue the conservation mission! 

Follow the QR code or visit our page

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/
donation/donation-1737124652977

here in the south and expert 
advice every step of the way’.

An innovative approach to 
stakeholder engagement has 
begun to develop trust between 
two ends of a polarised debate. 
Community engagement efforts 
of the project team have 
recorded more than 30,000 
participants, 56 school/college 
university establishments and overwhelming 
public support for the return of golden eagles 
to southern Scotland.

The town of Moffat, in central to southern 
Scotland, has become home to the 
increasingly popular Moffat Golden Eagle 
Festival. This annual festival attracts visitors 
from all across the UK to the southern uplands 
to learn about, enjoy and celebrate golden 
eagles bringing a welcome economic benefit to 
the town.

As of February 2025, satellite tag data and 
exhaustive fieldwork indicates that the south of 
Scotland now holds 17 occupied territories of 
Golden Eagles – greater success than anyone 

predicted. There is still some way 
to go before these territories 
become productive and the 
journey continues to a more robust 
population in southern Scotland.

There are challenges ahead in the 
busy landscape of southern 
Scotland with pressures on 
valuable eagle habitat from 
renewable energy and commercial 

forestry as well as recreational disturbance 
and we will be here to assist that transition.

Support for landowners and managers to 
navigate the return of golden eagles is 
invaluable alongside efforts to aid the public to 
view and enjoy these beautiful birds whilst 
minimising disturbance.

Thank you again to all Scottish Raptor Study 
Group members who have contributed to this 
project, I hope we’ve made you proud being 
integral to yet another conservation success.

         Cat@restoringuplandnature.co.uk

"You have to dream before your dreams can come true," 
(A.P.J. Abdul Kalam)

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/donation-1737124652977
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/donation-1737124652977


7

June 2025Edition # 30

SRMS announcements:
>>>SRMS COVERAGE

>>>SRMS ONLINE

With the help of the SRMS Improving Coverage Ideas Sharing Group and the SRMG Science sub-
group we are progressing a draft plan on how SRMS coverage can be enhanced.  The aim of an 
enhancement of monitoring coverage around the country is to be better prepared to provide 
accurate population and distribution data, to be able to provide information and intelligence to the 

Police, and to be able to interpret data and its fluctuations 
through time. 

 Together the groups will be ready to present a draft plan to the 
wider SRMS community. The expectation is that this monitoring 
plan will be put in practice for the 2026 breeding season and 
that with time it continues to evolve and improve with your 
collaboration.

As suggested by the SRMS Ideas Sharing Group, we will be 
increasing our training opportunities:

*I am aware the breeding season is in full swing and a lot of 
you are away from computers for most of the day. Please let 
me know if you are interested in any of the below and I will 
be happy to organise sessions as per interest.

>>> COURSES AND DATES
General use of Online SRMS (Part 1) August 25 (7 -8pm)

For new or established users of SRMS Online. In this session I will take you through how to use 
the SRMS Online platform to submit your data online.

General use of Online SRMS (Part 2) 
August 27 (7-8pm)

For new or established users of SRMS Online. 
In this session I will take you through how to 
use the SRMS Online platform to submit your 

data online. Follow up from Part 1.

SRSG Species Coordinators: August 26 
(12-1pm),  (7-8pm)

For new to the role or established SRSG 
species coordinators. In these sessions I will 
focus on the more common tasks performed 
by a species coordinator and tasks you may 
need to perform  to help your group use 
SRMS Online. 

Let me know if you would like to join any of the above courses srms@bto.org

http://srms@bto.org


SRMS Funding
A funding strategy is currently being developed 
by SRMS to adjust the aspirations for the 
SRMS work plan. The Scheme has had a 
reduction in the budget available to sustain all 
elements of the SRMS work for the 2024/25 
year and once again in the coming 2025/26 
financial year. 

The BTO Fundraising Team is running a major 
APPEAL to support raptor monitoring, which 
we hope will generate sufficient funds help the 
Scheme progress additional development work 
on SRMS Online. 

How are we adjusting the work to keep the 
important data reaching you:

The processing of the 2024 breeding season 
data to produce the Annual SRMS Report and 
for data sharing access has been delayed until 
2025/26.

We have separated off Raptor Patch roll-out 
completely and the BTO is currently leading a 
National Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) bid to 
fund the roll out of Raptor Patch in Scotland in 
2025 / 2026.

Give now  >

How can you help?

Azahara Sogo Sánchez has asked SRMS 
to reach out to you on behalf of 

project IDRRO 
(Raptor 

Identification 
by means of bone remains) (in Spanish: 

Identificación de Aves Rapaces por Restos 
Óseos) led by Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid (UCM), Spain. 

Project IDRRO aims to facilitate identification 
of birds of prey in the Iberian Peninsula 
through bone remains in the shape of a 
website open to all. This includes uploaded 
3D models of bones and a tool where one 
inputs a measurement from a bone of 
unknown species, and it suggests various 
species with a probability assigned to each 
(please see links below).

Link to IDRRO website:                             
https://programa.idrro.com/iden

Link to previously scanned specimens: 

https://www.ucm.es/fisioanimvet/pigargo-
europeo-haliaeetus-albicilla-1c

Project IDDRRO is looking for specimens of 
white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) to 
collect their data and include in their database. 
Specifically, skeletons of male and female 
adult specimens to be measured.

IDDRRO hopes this project will be used by 
nature enthusiasts, veterinarians, ecologists 
and conservation professionals to identify and 
protect birds of prey in Spain and beyond.

Bone to be wild

Do you have any such specimens for IDRRO to access and measure?
Contact Azahara:     asogosanchez@gmail.com
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https://www.bto.org/support-us/appeals/raptors
https://programa.idrro.com/iden
https://www.ucm.es/fisioanimvet/pigargo-europeo-haliaeetus-albicilla-1c
https://www.ucm.es/fisioanimvet/pigargo-europeo-haliaeetus-albicilla-1c
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A few years ago, some of our energy utility 
companies became more aware of the impact 
human development is having on the 
environment. This precipitated their 
conscience, with some encouragement, 
demanding they investigate how best to 
accommodate eco-mitigation features in their 
developments. Some of these mitigations 
resulted in the fitting of woodcrete nest boxes 
for kestrels. These boxes were fitted to new 
mobile phone towers and have provided 
housing to a number of Kestrel families for 
many years. After 20 -25 years of providing 
high quality living quarters, the boxes have 
begun to disintegrate.  

Recently, Scott Maxwell from South 
Strathclyde Raptor Study Group (SSRSG) got 

in touch with his local utility company and has 
persuaded them to replace one of these old 
boxes for a new one. The SSRSG supplied the 
box, the utility company refunded the SSRSG, 
and a Kestrel family took up residence once 
again in the new nestbox and bred 

successfully last year.

Since then, Scott, with the assistance of other 
members of the Scottish Raptor Study Group, 
has been looking out for more of the old 
woodcrete boxes, on other towers, in need of 
replacement.  These are a particular type of 
tower consisting of a tripod with vertical panels 
at the top (see picture). So far, he has 
managed to build a database of around 30 
nest boxes in need of assessing and possibly 
replacing. 

Scott has a contract in place with the utility 
company for replacing any damaged nest 
boxes. When chatting to the engineers during 
box replacements, it appears that there are 
many such nest boxes around the country, but 
unfortunately the utility company have been 
unable to send him a list of the sites where 
these boxes are located, so he continues to 
rely on reports from observers.

Photo Scott Maxwell, SSRSG

Photo Scott Maxwell, SSRSG

Requesting your eyes up high, 
but not quite sky-high
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This is where your help is needed! 

Scott is asking for you to look out for this type 
of nest box, record the location, and send it to 
him. In the process, you may be able to help 
identify previously unrecorded breeding sites 
and communicate this to your local Raptor 
Study Group, thus increasing the coverage of 
Kestrel monitoring and help the dwindling 
population in Scotland.

Please get in touch with Scott scottjamaxwell@aol.com

Building Raptor Forensic DNA 
databases
Progress Report from the Wildlife DNA forensics Unit at SASA, Edinburgh

Buccal swabbing raptors 

The Wildlife DNA Forensics Unit at SASA (a 
Division of the Agriculture and Rural Economy 
Directorate at the Scottish Government) is 
currently developing DNA profiling to assist in 
the fight against raptor persecution for three 
iconic raptor species: hen harriers, peregrine 
falcons and golden eagles. DNA profiling aims 
to identify individuals within a species and can 
be used in a court to say that, for example, a 

blood stain matches the DNA profile of a 
particular individual bird, or that a chick is 
related or unrelated to alleged parents. 

To be able to apply DNA profiling methods, a 
reference set of DNA profiles from the wild 
population of the species in question is 
needed. We are developing reference 
populations for these three species using 
buccal swabs collected by SRSG members 
whilst out ringing each season. Using buccal 
swabs, collected following a chain-of-custody 
procedure from ringed birds, rather than for 
example, found feathers, means that we can 
also use those DNA profiles in court. 

We have more than 60 volunteers across the 
UK collecting buccal swabs for us and our 
reference datasets continue to grow each year 
(see Table 1). This represents a massive effort 
from all participating volunteers and as a result 
we have a very comprehensive reference 

Photo: S Downing, NERF

Photo Scott Maxwell, SSRSG



11

June 2025Edition # 30

dataset for each species. We aim to provide a 
DNA sexing result to all volunteers that can be 
compared to the biometric sexing undertaken 
in the field, and with a now substantial number 
of data points for comparison, we have a 
student looking at biometric and DNA sexing 
methods in more detail. 

These projects would not be possible without 
the support of all volunteers and also the 
project leads for each species; George Smith 
for Scottish peregrines, Steve Downing for 
English and Welsh peregrines and hen 
harriers, Brian Etheridge for Scottish hen 
harriers and Dave Anderson for golden eagles. 
They have worked tirelessly to organise all 
volunteers on the ground; delivering training 
and making sure everyone has the right 
licenses in place, encouraging new volunteers 
to join the project, as well as going out each 
season to collect as many swabs as they can. 

Peregrine Falcons

The Peregrine falcon DNA profiling method is 
now being used for police investigations and 
compliance inspections across the UK. 

In February 2024, two men were found guilty 
at Jedburgh Sheriff court of taking wild 
peregrine chicks and eggs from nests in the 
Lothians and the Borders over several years 
and selling them to buyers in the Middle East 
for a substantial profit. The investigation was a 
massive collaborative effort between the 
National Wildlife Crime Unit, the Scottish 

Raptor Study Group and SASA. DNA profiling 
proved not only that chicks found at the house 
were not the offspring of the alleged parents, 
but also that they were related to several wild 
nests, from swabs collected by Raptor Study 

Table 1: Number of samples submitted each year

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Hen harrier 124 75 87 165 130 119

Peregrine falcon 37 231 176 210 210

Golden eagle 24 54 28

So, should a bird that forms part of the reference DNA dataset become part of a 
suspected case of persecution in the future, we can use the DNA profile as evidence.
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Group member George Smith. This proves 
exactly why the chain-of-custody methods we 
use to develop the database are so important. 
The evidence, including paperwork found at 
their home, drone evidence of nest monitoring 
activity, nest record evidence collected by 
George suggesting unexplained nest failures, 
and the DNA evidence, was comprehensive, 
and they plead guilty to charges. They 
received a five-year ban from keeping wild 
birds and 370 hours of community service 
between them. Later in the year they were also 
ordered to repay £120,000 as a result of the 
Proceeds of Crime Act. 

This was the largest criminal case the WDF 
unit has ever been involved in. Since this, a 
further 20 cases have been submitted to the 
unit, eight with police involvement. These have 
involved the DNA profiling of hundreds of birds 
with misdeclarations for captive birds being 
identified and the wild reference dataset has 
been screened on several occasions for links 
to captive birds. 

Hen Harriers

2024 marked the completion of the sixth year 
of sample collection for hen harriers. In 
addition to further samples received from the 
Isle of man, Northern Ireland and a number of 
historical samples this is making quite an 
extensive dataset. Project lead for hen harriers 
in England and Wales, Steve Downing, has 
also gone to great lengths to provide us with 
observational family tree data for birds ringed 
and swabbed in his patch. We are hoping to 
set up a collaborative PhD project with another 
University in the not- too-distant future to be 
able to study this amazing dataset fully. 

Our hen harrier profiling test has also been 
utilised in a persecution investigation, and the 
case is ongoing.

Golden Eagles

With the help of Strathclyde University Masters 
student Anne Grima in the summer of 2024, 
the development of the DNA profiling test for 
Golden Eagles was finalised. It comprises a 
set of 25 DNA markers that have been tested 
on our population of Scottish golden eagles 
and can accurately identify individual birds and 
familial relationships between birds. With the 
help of another student, Annika Moser, in 
December 2024, it underwent a full validation 
in the lab. Validation involves subjecting the 
profiling method to a battery of tests to 
establish the limits of its performance, and is 
part of the requirement for a profiling method 
to meet international forensic standards. We 
have had three cases so far that have required 
DNA profiling and screening of the wild dataset 
for comparisons.

S. Downing with Hen Harrier Titan, Photo: S Downing, NERF



>>>  GEORGE SMITH 

Peregrine work documentary 

https://www.arte.tv/en/videos/117241-003-A/re-british-falcons-for-the-middle-east/

>>>  2025 RAPTOR RESEARCH FOUNDATION CONFERENCE 
San Jose Costa Rica 14-18 October

https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/2025-conference/

WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON?
EVENTS, TALKS, COURSES AND CONFERENCES
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Many Thanks..

A huge thank-you again to our project leads, Steve Downing, George Smith, Brian Etheridge and 
Dave Anderson for their ongoing support and effort. 

Also, to all our many volunteers across the country for trekking out in all weathers and make this 
work possible. 

And to the BTO for providing the licences to collect the samples and Defra for funding this work.

If anyone would like to become involved in one or more of the projects, please do get in touch at 
with the DNA forensics team at SASA at: wildlifeforensics@sasa.gov.scot.

THESE ARE SOME EVENTS THAT HAVE BEEN HIGHLIGHTED BY SOME OF OUR 
CONTRIBUTORS AND PARTNERS. IF YOU HEAR OF AN EVENT THAT YOU THINK WOULD 

BE OF INTEREST TO FELLOW READERS, PLEASE SEND THEM MY WAY!

https://www.arte.tv/en/videos/117241-003-A/re-british-falcons-for-the-middle-east/
https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/2025-conference/
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>>>  EXPERIENCED RAPTOR VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FALCON PROJECT IN 

GREECE 

The Association of Hellenic Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey is implementing a field 
survey on the elusive Lanner falcon in Central and North Greece to better understand its status 
and breeding biology in 2025/2026

They are looking for experienced volunteers, who under the guidance of the local coordinators, 
could act independently and would help to locate and monitor nests as well as survey uncharted 
areas for new breeding pairs. The field survey will take place until the end of June.

The volunteers should be proficient in raptor identification, ideally have observed Lanner falcons in 
Mediterranean basin, and be able to locate and identify raptor nests. It would be an advantage if 
they are equipped with binoculars, telescopes and high-zoom photo cameras or are familiar with 
digiscoping.

As the project runs with a low budget, volunteers that have the ability to cover their own travel/
accommodation and rental car cost would be preferable. Otherwise accommodation could be 
organized for some time.

For more information contact: azmanis.vet@gmail.com 

>>> PELLETS REQUIRED FOR STUDY OF MICROPLASTICS IN PEREGRINE DIET

Will Durowse and Mark Mainwaring,  Bangor University

Humans are discarding a huge amount of plastic in the environment, and as plastic degrades very 
slowly indeed, it is accumulating in marine and terrestrial habitats globally. Unfortunately, plastics 
can negatively impact birds by, for example, killing offspring that ingest it, or increasing nest 
predation by advertising nests to predators. Consequently, we must increase our understanding of 
the impacts of plastics on birds, and particularly microplastics, which are small fragments less than 
5 millimeters in length. We still know little about the presence of microplastics in birds, primarily 
because they are often too small for the human eye to see, but their presence can be determined 
in the laboratory.

In our study, we aim to quantify the presence of microplastics in the pellets regurgitated by 
Peregrine falcons in the 2025 and 2026 breeding seasons. Some Peregrine ringers already 
received our request via the BTO earlier this year to collect any pellets they find at nest sites and 
send them to us. Our research, performed at Bangor University in north Wales, will determine if 
Peregrine pellets act as bioindicators of microplastics within the environment. This is important 
because this technique could prove to be an effective, low-cost, and non-invasive form of 
environmental monitoring that showcases the presence of microplastic pollution in one of our most 
charismatic raptors.



If you have a license to visit Peregrine nests and are still visiting any sites this year, or next year, 
please consider helping us by collecting any pellets you find. Please collect pellets individually in 
tin foil (the kind you get in supermarkets), and avoid touching them with hands or bringing them 
into contact with plastic, then put the wrapped pellets in a paper bag. 

If you are keen to get involved, please get in touch with Will Durowse (email = wdurowse@gmail.
com) and Mark Mainwaring (email = m.mainwaring@bangor.ac.uk) and we will send you a pre-paid 

envelope for posting the pellets back to us. 

We can also send you a collection kit with instructions and equipment to collect pellets (but the 
procedure is as described above, so for any nest visits still taking place this season please simply 
collect pellets individually in tin foil, noting the date and grid reference, and request a return 
envelope). 

Many thanks!

(1) Open foil avoiding touching
the inside

(2) Place on chosen pellet

(3) Grab pellet (like a doggy
bag)

Place collected pellet inside
paper sample bag with
loca�on (ideally what3words
or similar precise co-ordinates)
and date collected

(5) Fold foil to properly secure
pellet

(4) Pinch foil closed behind
pellet
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RECENT
RESEARCH AND PUBLICATIONS

THAT SRMS HAS BEEN MADE 
AWARE OF

 ˃ ˃˃ George, S., Sharp, E., Campbell, S., Giela, A., Senior, C., Melton, L. 
M., ... & Galloway, M. (2024). Anticoagulant rodenticide exposure in 
common buzzards: Impact of new rules for rodenticide use. Science of 

The Total Environment, 944, 173832. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
scitotenv.2024.173832

 ˃ ˃˃ Henderson, I. G., Barton, M., Field, A., Husbands, R., Jones, G., 
Armour-Chelu, N., & Conway, G. (2025). Post-fledging movements in 
an elusive raptor, the Eurasian Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis): scale of 
dispersal, foraging range and habitat interactions in lowland 
England. Ibis. https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.13403

 ˃ ˃˃ Kelly, L. A., Tománková, I., Downing, S., Lindley, P., Mattingley, W., 
Morris, N. G., ... & Wotton, S. R. (2025). The status of breeding Hen 
Harriers Circus cyaneus in the UK and Isle of Man in 2023. Bird Study, 
1-18. https://doi.org/10.1080/00063657.2024.2446373

 ˃ ˃˃ Murphy, N. K., Elmore, J. A., Boudreau, M. R., Dorr, B. S., & Rush, S. 
A. (2024). Monitoring active osprey nests with drones is more time 
efficient and less disturbing than conventional methods. Wildlife 

Biology, e01341. https://doi.org/10.1002/wlb3.01341

 ˃ ˃˃ Ozaki, S., Movalli, P., Cincinelli, A., Alygizakis, N., Badry, A., Carter, H., 
... & Walker, L. (2024). Significant turning point: common buzzard 
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BTO Scotland Beta Centre (Unit 15) 

Stirling University Innovation Park 
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Mobile: 07887 897817

The end of last year approached fast and the current has been no slower, nor less 
exciting. I have been kept very busy helping people get together to put their ideas and 

talents together to increase SRMS monitoring coverage. I have put the 2023 Annual 
Report together and also delivered a couple of SRMS Online training sessions.

At the beginning of this year, I attended the SRSG Annual Conference and once 
more, was blown away by the effort and talent that envelops the Scottish 
landscape in all weathers in search of raptors. The hours of work and miles 
walked by all SRMS submitters enables better understanding of raptors and with 
it, raptor conservation. 

Although these are difficult times for the Scheme, don’t loose hope and keep the 
good work!
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